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8.—Representation in the House of Commons as a t Dominion General Elections 
1867-1915 
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Totals 181 200 20$ 211 215 213 214 221 235 245 245 181 200 20$ 211 215 213 214 221 235 245 

Red i s t r i bu t ion for 1941 Postponed.—For the first time since Confederation, 
the redistribution of parliamentary constituencies required by the B.N.A. Act 
after each decennial census, has been postponed. A resolution to that effect was 
presented to Parliament and forwarded to London in the form of an Address to 
His Majesty the King. His Majesty caused a Bill to be laid before the Parliament 
of the United Kingdom for the enactment of the provisions of the resolution; this 
was duly passed through all stages by July 22, 1943. The Bill provides that "not
withstanding anything in the British North America Acts, 1867 to 1940, it shall 
not be necessary that the representation of the provinces in the House of Commons 
be readjusted, in consequence of the completion of the decennial census taken in 
the year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One, until the first session of the 
Parliament of Canada commencing after the cessation of hostilities between Canada 
and the German Reich, the Kingdom of Italy and the Empire of-Japan" During 
the first Session of the Twentieth Parliament, the House of Commons and the 
Senate of Canada petitioned the Imperial Government, requesting an amendment to 
Section 51 of the B.N.A. Act. As a result, that section of the Act was repealed 
and the following substituted therefor:— 

"(1) The number of members of the House of Commons shall be Two hundred and 
fifty-five and the representation of the provinces therein shall forthwith upon the 
coming into force of this section and thereafter on the completion of each decennial 
census be readjusted by such authority, in such manner, and from such, time as 
the Parliament of Canada from time to time provides, subject and according to 
the following Rules: 
(a) Subject as hereinafter provided, there shall be assigned to each of the provinces 

a number of members computed by dividing the total population of the 
provinces by Two hundred and fifty-four and by dividing the population of 
each province by the quotient so obtained, disregarding, except as hereinafter 
in this section provided, the remainder if any, after the said process of division. 

(b) If the total number of members assigned to all the provinces pursuant to Rule 
One is less than Two hundred and fifty-four, additional members shall be 
assigned to the provinces (one to a province) having remainders in the 
computation under Rule One commencing with the province having the largest 
remainder and continuing with the other provinces in the order of the magni
tude of their respective remainders until the total number of members assigned 
is Two hundred and fifty-four. 

(c) Notwithstanding anything in this section, if upon completion of a computation 
under Rules One and Two, the number of members to be assigned to a province 
is less than the number of senators representing the said province, Rules One 
and Two shall cease to apply in respect of the said province, and there shall 
be assigned to the said province a number of members equal to the said 
number of senators. 


